
Legislative Framework 

Highgate Wood legislative framework 
The City of London has powers and duties under various Acts of Parliament to manage 
Highgate Wood, protect it as a public open space and host certain types of events. The 
provisions that are most relevant to this Policy are summarised below. 
 
Under the Highgate and Kilburn Open Spaces Act 1886 the City of London: 
 

• Must maintain and preserve Highgate Wood as a public park or open space 
for the perpetual use of the public for exercise and recreation. 

• Must at all times as far as possible preserve the natural aspect of Highgate 
Wood. 

• Must take all necessary steps to protect the trees pollards shrubs underwood 
heather gorse turf and herbage. 

 
Under section 76 of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act 1907 (as amended by section 56 
of the Public Health Act 1925 and applied to Highgate Wood by section 4 of the City of 
London (Various Powers) Act 1933) the City of London may: 
 

• Set apart any part of Highgate Wood as may be described in a notice board in 
some conspicuous position for the purpose of any game or recreation, charge 
reasonable sums for its use and exclude the public from the part set apart 
while it is in actual use for that purpose. 

• Provide any apparatus for games and recreations, and charge for their use, or 
let the right of providing any such apparatus to any person for up to three 
years. 

• Place, or authorise any person to place, seating in Highgate Wood and 
charge for, or authorise any person to charge for, its use. 

• Provide and maintain pavilions or other buildings and conveniences and to 
charge for admission. 

• Provide and maintain refreshment rooms in Highgate Wood, and either 
manage them themselves or let them to any person for up to three years. 

 
Under section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 the City of 
London may: 
 

• Provide such sporting and recreational facilities, whether indoor or outdoor, as it 
thinks fit. 

• Provide premises for the use of clubs or societies having athletic, social or 
recreational objects. 

• Provide such facilities in connection with recreational facilities as it considers 
appropriate including buildings, equipment, supplies and assistance of any kind, 
parking spaces and places at which refreshments may be bought from the City of 
London or another person. 

• Contribute towards the expenses incurred by any voluntary (not for profit) 
organisation or local authority in providing recreational facilities. 

 
As set out in Part One of the City of London Departmental Open Spaces Events Policy, the 
City of London has recently acquired additional statutory powers to hold events at various 
open spaces, including Highgate Wood, under section 7 of the City of London Corporation 



(Open Spaces) Act 2018. Under this section an “event” means a ceremony, celebration, 
entertainment or similar occasion, or a conference, an exhibition or the making of a film. 
 
The City of London may: 
 

• Temporarily use or permit others to use land (including buildings) forming part of 
Highgate Wood for the purposes of an event. 

• Provide, or arrange for another person to provide, equipment, facilities or services for 
the purposes of an event. 

• So far as appears necessary in connection with an event, restrict or authorise others 
to restrict access temporarily to an area forming part of Highgate Wood. 

• Charge for the use of part of Highgate Wood, or the provision of services, etc. and 
charge for, or authorise others to charge for, admission to areas with restricted 
access. 

 
The City of London must exercise these powers having regard to an events policy prepared 
in consultation with such persons or bodies as it thinks appropriate. At Highgate Wood this 
consultation has included the Highgate Wood Consultative Group. 
 
This events policy must, in particular, include the following requirements: 
 

• In deciding whether, and on what terms, to permit an event under this section the 
City of London must have regard to the character and local environment of Highgate 
Wood (or the part of Highgate Wood in which the event is to take place). 

• Such an event (whether individually or taken together with other events) must not 
cause material injury to the amenity of Highgate Wood or significant impairment to 
the public enjoyment of Highgate Wood. 

• The locations in Highgate Wood to which events are confined must be specified. 
• The frequency and duration of events in Highgate Wood must be limited. 

 
Although, an events policy is only required for events held under the provisions of the City of 
London Corporation (Open Spaces) Act 2018, for ease of use and consistency, the guidance 
in this Policy has been produced to cover all relevant events at Highgate Wood, irrespective 
of which statutory enabling power is being relied upon. 

 


	Legislative Framework
	Highgate Wood legislative framework

